58 MINNESOTA HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS.

that they seldom, if ever, refuse to tell a story when asked
by a white man, respecting their ideas of the creation and
the origin of mankind.

These tales, though made up for the occasion by the
Indian sage, are taken by his white hearers as their bona
Jide belief, and, as such, many have been made public, and
accepted by the civilized world. Some of their sages have
been heard to say, that the “ Great Spirit” from the earth
originally made three different races of men—the white,
the black, and red race. To the first he gave a bdok, de-
noting wisdom ; to the second a hoe, denoting servitude
and labor; to the third, or red race, he gave the bow and
arrow, denoting the hunter state. To his red children the
“Great Spirit” gave the great island on which the whites
have found them ; but because of having committed some
great wickedness and angered their Maker, they are
doomed to disappear before the rapid tread and advance
of the wiser and more favored pale face. This, abbrevi-
ated and condensed into a few words, is the story, with
variations, with which, as a general thing, the Indian has
amused the curiosity of his inquisitive white brother.

It is, however, plainly to be seen that these are not their
original ideas, for they knew not, till they came amongst
them, of the existence of a white and black race, nor of
their characteristic symbols of the book and the hoe.

Were we to entertain the new belief which is being ad-
vocated by able and learned men, who have closely studied
the Biblical with the physical history of man, that the
theory taught us in the Sacred Book, making mankind
the descendants of one man—Adam—is false, and that
the human family are derived originally from a multi-
plicity of progenitors, definitely marked by physical dif-
ferences, it would be no difficult matter to arrive at once
to certain conclusions respecting the manner in which
America became populated. But a believing mind is loth



